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SANT FRANCESC

There are few better places 0 emorace summer on the
Mediterranean than the “c: Iy B” carics. And this converted
eart of Palma is our top
Htmo; >

e dance of I:u,r‘dr» billow mg in

M the balconies above.
channels the relaxed energy of the island

ling and modern art of the lofty entrance hall are
ome than formal lodgings. Floor-to-ceiling

g work framing ”\rir‘r‘ in codles of I|J¢
™Ting inner courtyard. Dotted with olive trees, it!
storic-feeling ;;DC& to ponder a while. Elsewhere,
0 s which slink the length o"

. J aru coupled with antique mirorec
ables and vmckﬁ of art and design books, Comf ort:"le
, you'll want t .cxp.o'e every inch.
s the score across the 42 rcoms, wt
€ among the finest on which we've
siumber. LAW—‘ ured linen, fresh flowers, rattan light
S and woeaoden shutters punctuate the rest of the room.

nt design. The grand marble staircase,

Clockwise from left: the old town
setting of Sant Francesc; the

hotel's lobby; rooftop pool utopia

Come morning,
Prcc uce

qlm o'me mrcen. T? e cOCTI’CI’WT c,nd Palmab grand ca'hecra
are only a ten-minute [ & a‘/av along the cobbled backstreets
from the square, so fear not, you'll work it off in no time, But do
be sure to save some time to baSK on the rooftop pool terrace.

t's our favourite spot by far, which you'll often have all to yourseff,
such is the hote 3 appea\ as a base from which guests disperse
to explore the region. With views spanning the city and a smartly
conceived drin |ks menu (including a rather superb vanilla milkshake
and gin and tonics the size of fishbay ms) it's one worth raising
a glass to. BG. Doubles from £350. hotelsanitfrancesc.com

This month, we enjoy a bird's eye view of
eat Cantonese in Beliing, make like royalty

Manchester

The clock strikes five. The bell rings out over the rooftops of downiown
Manchester from the Town Hall, audible in the attic room at King Street
Townhouse, one of the city's more upmarket boutique hotel offerings.

For a bird's-eye view of the bell tower itseff, you can take a dip in the

infinity pool perched on the roof Or, back in the room, there's a large
egg-shaped bath installed under the window from which to truly appreciate
the view across Manchester's skysc ALN, glass of bubbles in hand. Housed

in an lalian renaissance building built in 1872 for the Manchester Salford
Trustees Bank, no two rooms here are the same. It feels like staying at

a posh friend's pied-a- t“r“ Temple Spa toiletries and muted shades of
blue and green, punctuated by local art. Downstairs, the King Street Tavern
buzzes with a hungry after- crowd seeking comfort food like mushraoms
on toast, lamb shank and curry. Ask for T'E black book' of wines, for special
vintages by the glass. AR om £120, eclectichotsls.co.uk
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Paris. It's the first time the tou nce and as
such, they've chosen a cou ened in 1890,
it's new and fresh, yet mat e when Europe

and USA do baitle. The p
Trianon Palace, on the
Opened in 1910, the hotel is 1 \
h the style of the palace, its ing grand
entrance complements the area perfectly and its history tells a fascinating
tale. Between 1939 and red as headguarters for the
RAF then the Luftwaffe, before American forces occupied it to stake out
the geopolitical map we know today. These days, a more
pervades. Marble h
of Versallles. Even
our pick is Le Veranda. Its sprawling
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Manchester from a bathtub, head to the roeftops in Mallorca,
n Versallles and get to knoew Kent's charming Wife of Bath

CHINA

Cao Xueqin’s saga Dream of the Red Chamber is considered the
Chinese novel, and it is also the scarlet thread which runs through this
ultra-luxe hotel in Beijing’s CBD. There is a leatherbound copy in each

of the 283 bedrooms and exotic art inspired by the story throughout. As

with all Rosewood properties, food is a focus: there are six restaurants
to choose from. Sham Wing-On, famed for his mastery of Cantonese
cuisine, oversees The House of Dynasties, while Red Bowl is the place

to try a potent saké negroni. IL. Doubles from £199. rosewoodhotels.com
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One of the UK’s best norihern Spanish restaurants
isn't what you expect to find at a six-bedroom B&B in
a sleepy Kent village. Unless you knew it were there,
you'd never find it. Home to & couple of

quaint riverside pubs, a haberdasher and two small
restaurants, Wye hasn't (yet) succumbed to the DFL
brigade. Some 20km from the coast, it's an ideal
base from which to explore Kentish seaside towns,
with ample parking and easy access to the M20.

The refurbishment was completed in 2016 by
Michelin-acclaimed chef and restaurateur Mark
Sargeant, who owns Rocksait restaurant in Folkestone
and The Duke William Ickham in Canterbury. This
project is a labour of love. Designed entirely by
Sargeant and his wife, it's a light and airy space where
the bedrooms host high ceilings, wrought-iron beds
and excellent design touches, but the restaurant is
worth the visit alone. Sundays see a Spanish take on
a traditional lunch (book a seat on the terrace), with
superb tapas and & subtly spiced pork belly from local
pigs that had ug reconsidering our own approach to
roasting. Spanish breakfast is equally superb. Tortilla
with crispy jamon Ibérico beats bacon and £gas
hands down in this weather, while Manchego and
chorizo scones had us begging for the recipe.

MS. Doubles from £85. thewifeofbath.com




