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The Joy of Discovery

Learning about an unfamiliar world can be exhi - The explorlﬂoﬁ of
the unknown and the desire to seek out new experi ,placesandgul-

magic that -~
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tures occupy the heart of travel. Socome and e
beyond has to show you. Enjoy the journey!
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The Spanish island of Mallorca is a place that begs to be revisited and at its center is a hotel that does very much
the same. Meet Sant Francesc Hotel Singular, a cozy and artistic renovation of a mansion once belonging to Mal-
lorcan aristocrats.

y S ENBOMR0IR27)) Park Boram (Palma de Mallorca)
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come just once. Before | embarked to-
ward the island, | met a British tourist who
detailed a rundown of things to do during
my three-day stay. | was told to enjoy the
beaches on the first day, historical monu-
ments on the second and shopping on the
third. As an yearly visitor to the island with
her mother, she was comect in har opinion
that Mallorca is an ideal location for tourists

The bustling capital of Paima de
Mallorca, or simply Palma, sits on a wide
stretch of sandy beach, a stone’s throw
away from the blue hues of the Mediter-
ranean Sea. People can be seen swim-
ming, playing beach sports, sunbathing
and wheeling around on skates or bicycles.
Although host to numerous hotels, most are
occupied with tournists, including couples
and families. Vacancies are rare here, and it
wouldn't be an exaggeration to say that ac-
commaodations in Mallorca are fully booked
year-round

Restored at the hands of architect Antoni
Gaudi, the Palma Cathedral symbolizes the
capital and its nearby tournst destinations
Standing at the heart of Palma are Basilica
de Sant Francesc and Sant Francesc Hotel
Singular. Adjacent to each other in the
charming Plaga de Sant Francesc square,
Basilica de Sant Francesc and the hotel
belong to the same complex. Built in 1880,
the hotel's bulding was designed with a
neoclassical aesthetic and served as the
mansion of the aristocratic Alomar Femenia
family. Preserving the building’s timeless
beauty, Sant Francesc Hotel Singular was
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renovated 10 its current state. lts name was
derived from the nearby church, and the
logo's design of interlocking crosses is a
nod to history.

In contrast 1o its exterior, the hotel's interior
is more distinctive. Just as most buildings

in Europe are characterized by a minimal
facade and richly varied interior, the Sant
Francesc Hotel Singular centers around a
square courtyard in the middle. The wide
lobby toward the bar and restaurant leads to
aMallorcan-style garden in the courtyard.
The three-story building only houses 42
rooms and suites, which is far from the busi-
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ness approach of maximizing small rooms
to accommodate the maximum number of
guests. Instead, the hotel demonstrates a
commitment to providing the most comfort-
able services for each guest. And although
the building is small, its stairways, lobby and
hallways are spacious.

The guestrooms are divided into seven
types. The room in each suite has a low ceil-
ing, comes furnished with a sizeable bed
and invites an air of romance with a large
window that lets in the Mallorcan sunshine.
Amidst the classical decor, the hallways
and guestrooms are decorated with con-
temporary art. This juxtaposition creates
achic and elegant ambiance, and the
photographs adorning the hallways give a
glimpse into the building’s past. Architect
Tolo Cursach and interior designer Ma-

nia José Cabré hoped to fashion a more
elegant space by harmonizing the past with
the present. In addition, Mallorcan quarry
stone and French oak were incorporated
into the myriad of artworks, like accessones
that complete a beautiful dress. As a re-
sult, guests can experience the mastery of
renowned artists like Antonio Citterio, Jaime
Hayon and Stephen Burks.

Hotl Srgar

Soret Francesc
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Start your day with a Spanish omelette for breakfast. A staple on the breakfast menu at any Spanish hotel

the Spanish omelette is a thick, amost pie-like dish stuffed with ingredients such as peppers, potatoes

carrots and bacon. The omelette served at Sant Francesc Hotel Singular is made with thick chunks of

potato, resulting in a hearty meal that will start your morning off right

Superior f aluxe Room, Privilege A

® Rooms 42

Facilities S ar F erraca, Singuiar Welbeing sp.
Malorca Islas . Phone +34 971 45500

® ® Restaurants and Bars O
Jym Address F
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The convergence of the pastand pres-
entis a common theme for both the hotel and
Mallorca alike. In much the same way, Mallorca
embraces the spirnt of Catalonia and ancient
sites, as well as that of urban civilization.

The absence of isolation inspires the feeling of
staying at an old friend's home instead of ata
hotel. Every moming, the hotel brims with life
and activity by the employees, who can be seen
from the windows, and the guests, who can be
seen crossing corridors on the other side

The suites are supplied with sweets like
macarons paired with complimentary Spanish
sparkling wine, or cava. The world of flavors
introduced by these delicacies continues atthe
hotel's restaurant, Quadrat, where head chef
Simon Petutschnig prepares Mallorcan cuisine
with a modermn flair using fresh Mediterranean
Ingredients. Combining elements from Asian
cuisine to create a culinary style that is unique
the meals are straightforward without being
cocktail, head to the Lobby Bar
which offers a more formal setting and serves a
range of concoctions. The Mallorcan courtyard

simple, Fora

next to the bar is elegant and looks more like a
photography studio than a garden

Despite its modest size, the Sant Francesc
Hotel Singular is equipped with spa facilities
and a fitness center. However, the most appeal-
ing area within the hotel is the rooftop. It comes
complete with sunbeds, a swimming pool and

a small bar. It is the ideal spot for guests to
appreciate breathtaking vistas of the island at
any hour of the day. From this vantage point

the historic architecture of the Basilica de Samt
Francesc and the Santa Eulalia Church estab-
lish an exquisite balance through their juxtapo-
sition. Although the hotel building is not that tall,
most buildings in Palma are fairly low and allow
for unobstructed views of the cityscape where
the surrounding Spanish architecture and green
palm trees can be enjoyed. At night, Paima illu-
minates as its historic sites are lit, as if returning
to its medieval roots. All in all, the Sant Francesc
Hotel Singular is a remarkable reminder of why
Mallorca is a place to revisit and is an island

of returning guests. »
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